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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER, 


racing the caufes and progrefs of the War, between 
Great Britain and the French Republic, previous to 
the embarkation of the Guards for Holland. 





IN this happy Ifland, where freedom has taken deep 
oot, andfhot forth the moft luxuriant branches, over- 
hadowing the fubje, and infuring to him perfonal fecu- 
ity, and* the full enjoyment of his property ; where the 
sAjunited fway of the monarch is blended with that of the 
{| nobility, and of the people, in fo judicious a manner, 
N'@hat no branch of our glorious Conttitution is allowed to 
| preponderate to the detriment of theother component parts; _ 
Whe French Revolution, at its commencement, naturally 
pet with many friends, appearing the ftruggle of a 


) eople groaning under the oppreffion of an arbitrary, un- 


rinei ipled, and voluptuous court, for the bleffings of 
at libe y which we, as Britons, fo pre-eminently enjoy. 
pe wh we beheld that very people quitting the principles 
li} m for the extravagance of licentioufnefs, break- 
png through every barrier, and carrying devaflation where- 
er they bent their head-ftrong’ courfe, flaves to every 
Mipecies ‘of depravity, and commiting hourly the moft 
atrocious exceffes, we turned. from fuch foenes.of horror 
b) ab bom ae set TiS 


VOL, I. Fg 
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The ambitious views of the heterogencous rulers of in. 
fatuated France, ledthem, by the decree paffed in the 
Natiotial Convention, on the igth of November; 1792 
to manifeft the unwarrantable defign of extending uni 
verfally their new doéirines, and of encouraging, in al 
countriés, infarreétion and revolt. Our governmen 
found it, therefore, highly expedient to look to its-in, 
ternal fice, and to be fully prepared for any 
event that’ ght™enfue : the navy was acc rdingly in 
creafed, and put upon a refpeétable footig® ; and th 
army confiderably augmentedy Called upo Monfieu 
CHAUVLIN, a citizen of the pew-created R®public, (for 
after royalty had been abolifhed in France, he could not 
in this country, be received in any:deplomatic capacity 
to declare the reafon of fuch hoftile preparations ; our go- 
yernment juitly alledged the determination of France to 
perfil in opening the navigation of the Scheldt, which 
was fully difcuffed in Parliament ; and it was evident. that 
a war between the two countries became for that reafon 

Repeercittls Great Britain, however, made no advances 
dsfit, willingto ufe every effort in her power to fave 

the perfecuted Louis, at that,time a prifoner, andyunder- 
going a mock trial at the bar of the Convetttion Had 
their monarch been acquitted, as the moderate ‘party 
would thereby have gained the afcendency, they proba, 
bly might have relinquifhed the arrogant plan of annul-, 
ling all ftipulations relative to the Scheldt, | But; no foon- 
er was the blade of that mercilefs machine, which | had fo 
hung fufpended by a very flender thread over the. 
mild arid unfortunate Louis, fuffered to. defeends* to 


* Lovrsthe XVIth was Cxectited on the ari of Jan.2 9935 by, a fen, 
tence, on, Dr, aiel, s6 in direct Revers to cae 
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aftonifament and indignation of every man of com: 
humanity, than the French put at once a period 10 
“) ell hopes of a pacific tendency, by precipitataly declaring 
} war againit Great Britain, 
"|, Innumerable pamphlets have been fent forth to prove 
“|. fhat they were compelled to this meafure in their own de- 
ence; but they were not furely compelled to open the 
iver, which was the only objet of contention ; nor can 
ny fophiftry perfuade a moderate Englifhman that it 
vould haye been to our honour, or to our intereft, to 


and tyrannical ambition, before their power had been 
eftablifhed even in their own country, to di€tate to us in 
}/a haughty and imperious tone, and to aim at overthrow~ 


‘ adopted and fworn to by bis judges"—and with a very trifling majo- 
ity of fuffrages in the Convention for his death. It has been thought 
{J extraordinary, by thofe whodo not confider the propenfity of the Freach 
9 run into extremes that they, who had been fuch fervile admires of 
gtand monarche, fhould fo foon throw off every fentiment of refpedt, © 
and not futisfied with bringing him to an ignominious death, treat his 
f/memory with fuch indecency, as topafs to the order of the day, when 
i his dying requeft was made known to the Convention, “ that he might 
y°* ‘be buried with his father,” while Micuarc Le Petetize, who way 
i! affaffinated by Parts for having voted for the death of Carer, was in- 
ererred wich the highcf national honours. It has been remarked alfo, 
Pythat the 2aft of the munth seems to have been a date particularly ominaus 
Mand fatal to Louss the XVIth; on thee tft of April 4g70, he was married 
NBtoa ill eae imprudence certainly facilitated his ruin ; eaft of Jung 
Jott 


, 


bs ¢ fete took place in honour yof his nuptials, when 1,500 of 
b their lives, by endeavouring, in an immenfe croud, to 
Yquare at Pariswhich bad formerly been a thoroughfare, 
but that time unknown to them flopped up; 21 of January 
ae rance abolihed ; and. on the 9 gare 
iflim to ardrenzy, without a fingle ctims 
aia Si ogy 
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ing the commercial treaties then fubfifting,between Great 
Britain and the other nations of Europe. 

Difficult®s it may be, when the oppofition of opinion, 
runs high, to avoid the violence of parties ; unconnedea 
with, and independant of them all, the author has, in the 
following pages, endeavoured to Jay before the public an 
authentic and impartial narrative of the prefent extraordi 
nary war, from the time Great Britain has been aétuall; 
engaged in it, without further comment upon. pollitic: 
events, than is abfolutely neceflary for that pufpofe. Tc 
that end he has traced ‘out a fight fhetch of the operations 
carried on by our Allies engaged in the fame caufe, detail 
ing more particularly the eventsthat occurred where he had 
him/felf the honour, with his countrymen, to be employed. 

While France was torn to pieces by internal commo- 
tions, the rabble running wild, and difplaying the: fero- 
city which fome, even of their own writers, have thought 
a part of their natural difpofition, in a manner\till then 
unknown in any civilized country, fhe had, at the head 
of her armies, a general of uncommon abilities, both i in 
the cabinet and in the field; who, with a fet of miferable, 
ragamuflins, aptly termed Sanfculottes* of the fir requi- 


* This name was originally given to fome of the loweft ragged tabs 
ble of Paris,gwhcn the madnefs of party brought them into power ; it 
was given alfo to the French foldiers, when they adopted as the maoft) 
wfeful and economical drefs, long clofe trowfers. In fome inftences 
when they were firft formed, it might have been applicable enough in 
the firft ‘or literal fignification of the term, The method of recruiting 
the armies in France was rather fingular, when the nation boafted of 
its liberty. An armed force furrounded a village, the non-commiffioned 

_ Officers entered it, and every man of the age fpecified according to the re 
qvifition, was dragged forth and compelled to ferve asa polunteer. Thefe 
foldiers, ftyled themfelves {according to accounts gees tebe ae 
foners) Polentier’ forcé. ae i 


( vii ) 


fition, had oppofed and conquered, in ‘the campaign of 
1792, an army of experienced veterans, regularly trained 
and difciplined to the art of war, and defervedly accounted 
the fineft foldiers in the univerfe. Such was the rabble 


that DumMovRteEz had colleéted, and fo little confidence 
could he place in the bravery of his own foldiers, that he— 


is faid to have thought it neceflary, at the battle of Ge- 

mappe, to plant his troops of the line, and part of his park 

_of artillery * in the rear of the national volunteers, threat- 
ef to fire through them upon the enemy, if they at- 

,Pted to retreat. Though thoufands of thefe men were 

ed down by the fire frém the enemy's redoubts, he 

; evered, and drove the Auftrians from a pofition where 
ly were entrenched in the completeft manner, and de- 
_ \@ed by chains of batteries commanding each other upon 

be fie heights, rendering the attack extremely hazardous, 





the event equally doubtful. 
tis well known that the: invafion of France by the 
Pruffians and Auttrians was undertaken at the inftigation, 
ind bys advice of the banifhed princes of the houfe of 
_ The failure of the Duke of Brunswick may 


© This was quay: believed, though Dosounsa: in-his memoirs, 
lates ni — do pearl by no mo- 





( vit) 
be eafily, and in yarious ways a¢counted for. He ens 
tered France by the unwholefome country of champaigne, 
at the head of an army, by no adequately cee’ 
with any one sequifite for taking the field, 

Be The King of Prussia had unthinkingly liftened to re j 
emigrant princes, who affured him every gate would fly © 
open on his approach, and that the peafants would eagerly ) 
flock to fupply his troops wich forage and provifions: — 
they were therefore but little prepared for the fatal re- 
verfe they experienced, and the oppofition they met wit. 

b was encreafed by the a a ill-judged masiietio 
of the Duke. - 

A dreadful dyfentery * wis and + ee thy 
coalefced armies, rendered more virulent by eagerly de 
vouring the unripe grapes, which cluftering in their yiew 
tempted them, as they marched through the vineyard 
We may add toll this, the jealouly that has ever exifte: 
between the two allied powers; often has the Duke of 
Baunswicx been heard to declare, he could eafily have 
advanced ¢o Parts with the fame force well. with 
camp neceffaries, and compofed entirely of P onen: 
a spi ao ee ert ite 
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_ planof operations was propofed by ageit@tal of one nation, 
it was immediately objeGed to by the leaders of the other. 
'.. + At owas at this period when the allies had withdrawn their 
' few remaining troops from their ill-condu@ed invafion, 
,{ and Dumowrtez had in his turnoyerrun the Netherlands, 
and eftablithed his head quarters. at Aix la Chapelle, that 
» the National Conventien threw down the gauntlet,: and 
©. bade defiance * to Great’Britain, 
The fir meafures deemed neceffary ‘was to provide for 
ye «the immediate, defence of our allies the Dutch, threatened 
A by a mofi formidable invafion, A part of Dumourirz’ 
arthy, confifting of about 3,000 difaffetied Hollanders, 

_ “drmed the Batavia Legim, and 16,000+ French had a@u- 
My appeared within a few miles of Breda, rendering the 
(uation of the united provinces atthat time truly critical, 
the conventional general thudered forth moft viru- 
t and threatening manifeftos againft every officer who 
uld defend any of the barrier towns befieged, or affift: 
inundating the countty. Three battalions of Britith 
ards, amounting to about 1539 ¢fedive men, Were in- 
tanéoufly ordered to embark under'the command of 


“| * On the rf of February 1793, Brifet read in the convention the ree 
made by the committee of general fafety, relative to the political 
) Late of Franon, refpecting England ; and on the fame day gwar was 

declared again Great Britain and Holland, 
> _t This, there are ftrong reafons to imagine, was the while force em- 
p ployed by Dumovursz in his inyafion of Hollan weg he was 
faid-to have had on foot, an army frie te 3 

Such was his policy, that deporte to ey induftriovfly 

. fpread of immenfe augmentation Po oy having paffed through 
, vere took. alfo efpecial care, that the re giving ac- 
. counts ‘ exagge Bumbers, were circulat by means of 

his fies = eee main sonia Nee ee ees 
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( x } , » 
the Duke of York, with the utmoft expedition®, Theno- 
ble manner in which they pufhed forwards as volunteers,. 
when his Royal Highnefs addreffed them on the parade, 
in,St. James’s Park, afforded a ftriking inftance of their 
loyalty, zeal, and courage; and though they formed.but 
a jmall body, their countrymen, contemplated their 
behaviour with fatisfaétion, as affording a fample of 
that national fpirit, which has been fo ftrikingly confpi- , 
cuous in’ all the a€tions of the Britifh troops employed 4 
upon the continent. | 


q 


i 

“ The royal affent was obtained for the embarkation of a detachment 
from the Brigade of Foot-Guards, about one o'clock on Wednefday the © 
ecth of February, 17933 and the Dake of Yorx having ordered the fe~ 
ven Battalions to parade in St. James's Park, informed them it wag 
his Majefty’s pleafure, that three Battalions fhould go ‘pon torcign fers 
vice, and that confequently many men would be wanted from the fecond 
Batallions to complete the firft.. His Royal Highnefs. added) that he did 
not with to have any of them drafted, but defired fuch as were willing ta 
ferve, under his immediate command, would turn out volunteers; tha 
whole Brigade, to a man, immediately adyanced with a regular ftep, 
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LETTER 1. 
a At Anchor, off Hervorpsiuys, March 1, 1793. 
Containing an Account of the memorable March to Greenwich, and the tedious 
Voyage to tet 

OF my fupper, fo lately in Devonshire trick’d, 

Torn away from my friends, and my pullet half pick’d; 
Scarce fuffer’d to bid them a parting adieu!* 

By the help of four horfes to London I flew, 

And haften’d to join the brigade in the park, 
_ Affembling tow’rds Greenwich to march, and embark. 
| Had you witnefs'd the fcene, you'd have thought, I am 

fure, i 

_Of Hocartn’s, this march was a caricature. ‘Cain, 
_ Prim’d with Wurrsrgap’s entire, and their bofomefriend 
"By driblets our men join’d their fquads;:t0 fall in; 

* When his Majefty was reluétantly prevailed his con- 
ey of bere mie ack bier! 


ALS Notends ee pi: see well, of the three firit 
esa gaci udden pub eels tavony tee 
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} 
As Joun Butt to be idle foon finds a pretence, ~ 
Not Gorpon himfelf gather’d crowds fo immenfe. % 
In Parliament-ftreet fcarce a window was down, 
And the mob rufh’d in throngs fromall parts of the town. 
All fmoothly went on in the front of our line, 
But the rear, Gods! what pencil has pow’r to define? 
Not'a fingle, pot-alehoufe efcap'd.an affauley ¢ © 
And our men to the dregs drain’é each tattel of malt. 
' Supported between two battalion-men here, Md 
Hiffing hot from the bung reel’d a tall grenadier. ] 
Two damfels attending, his armour to bear, | 
As drunk as the ftaggering hero, were there; 
His crofs belts and pouch the fair Phillida bore, 
While his cap Amaryllis triumphantly wore! 
Our march interrupted by whifkeys and gigs, : 
Mad drivers, mad oxen, and obftinate pigs; Re Nl 
Men boxing, dogs barking, and women in ee + Saige. 
Harfh concert that threaten’d the drums of our ears. 
Midi a buftle, dear Ricwarp, beyond all compare, - 
At length we arriv’d at the Hofpital-{quare ; 5 a 
Carts following, to pick up thofe ftragglers they found, 
Who, unable to move, had repos’d on the dl 
Our Sov'reign, God blefs him! belov’d and feverd, we 
Benignantly {miling, amongft us appear'd. fig 
Around him*, thofe pars of excellence hone, ae 
Thole ce that luftre rele on a tetee.. 


tte OR fos { 


tt ke end 





ke 
ai Ay 
"A grenadier drunk, from the centre-rank reel'd, 
\ And hiccuping, up.to his Majefly wheel’d, 
Ry  “ Never mind all thefe Jacobins, G—z, reft in aviet a 
_ We'll quell them my Hearty! as quick asa riot,”|_., » 
ieg > The King was delighted, and laughed. out aloud; Y 
While’ the fellow was hail’d by three cheers from the 
The tranfports in readinefs waiting in fight, [ crowd, 
» Ev'ry foldier* was! promptly embark’d before night...) 
~ Of Greenwich, till:morning, at anchor we lay, ai 
| Then a breeze {pringing up, we were foon under weight; 
‘And tofs’d by rude waves for three nights at the Nore, 
.All grumbling, and all tooémpatient for fhore. tf 
. Then fignals were made, and each thip hoifted failf,. 
* With a gathering fky, and rifing brifk gale. rh 


| As our veffel was fteadily gliding along, | ‘yah 
_ I ftole to the ftern from the noify gay throng; © Ui ’ 
And as the loy'd ifland efcap’d fromi my view, p an ‘ 


I figh’d to thy cliffs, faireft Albion! adieu! 
Adieu, that fad word brought with force to my mind, 
_ The many dear friends I was leaving behind. | 
_ Ah, tell me what bufinefs have foldiers to feel? ies. q 
Our hearts, like our fwords, fhould be temper’d with: ah 
Bs 4 
¥ cmaraton wine tht andro the oss a of rom ph 
for and in return, after repeated hearty huzzas, the men ftruck 
_ chorus of Gud fave the King, in which they were joined by a 
Group; this cireumfance was talked over in the t 
ly one accident the Ay he 
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And the inftant we're call’d to the blood-beftain’d field, 
Senfibility fhould to dull apathy yield. ‘ 

At Aurora’s firft dawn, the near fhore we perceiv’d, 
And in fight of the tranfports the pilot boats heay’d. 
The Dutchmen more aétive* than commonly thought, 
Leap’d on deck, and the harbour we eagerly fought, 

In hopes to have landed; but out of all luck, 

Our veffel full drive on a fand-bank had ftruck. 

The pilot juft then ftuck a pipe in his face, 

His hands in his pockets had found a fnug place;. 
When'the Captain roar’d out, in a voice loud as thunder, 
A few gentle curfes at poor Mynheer’s blunder. 

‘By a fhake and a kick he was rous’d from his trance, 
And prevail’d on at length to the helm to advance; 

But, alas! to no purpofe, for fteady as fate, 

The tide turning prov'd our exertions too late. 

A bifcuit with eafe could be tofs’d to the fhore, 
And the packets pop in, and pop out, by the fcare: 
Whilft beating about, tho’ releas’d from the fand,, 

. We’re unable as yet to approach near the land. 

Our ftay, as we learn, will at Helvoet be fhort ; 

‘The firft and the grenadiers, march on to Dort ; 

‘The third to the Brielle. Thus were ftation’d, and when | 

‘We arrive, my dear Ricuarp, I'll write you again: 
oat that is order’d for meffes afhore, te 

3 detain’d for this letter, aloft, fee each oar; gx: ae 

So I've barely a moment to feribble farewell, igi 8 






Nor half my good wifhes am able to tell, | 
eames nope 
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LETTER Hl. 
Hetvortsiurs, March 5, 1799. 

A joyful Enlargement, or gerd Gal Delivery—Remarks on the Zeal difplayed 
by our good and faithful Allies—JAn Account of the Battle of Nerwinden, 
Terra Firma* at length, thank my flars! we have gain’d, 

And our raptures, believe me, can f{earce be explain’d. 

With more tranfport the breaft of a debtor ne'er heav’d, 
From ftraw, and his fourpence per diem reliev’d, 
Than ours when we fhook all our friends by the hand, 
As they joyfully leap’d from the decks on dry landt. 

* The fkippers and frows flock’d in crowds to the pier, 
And vacantly ftar’d as the veffels drew near, 
Their zeal in the caufe they mof clearly difplay'd, 
For each hat was adorn’d with the Orange Cockade; 
But our faithful Allies! are fo lukewarm a fet, 
We fhall live to be heartily tir’d of them yet ; 
And to judge by the fneer on his countenance painted, 
Mynheer, at the core, with fedition is tainted :_ 


ee 


* The brigade fortunately landed at Helvoetfluys, on Monday, 
March 4, 1793; the next day violent gales of wind {prung up, which 
mutt inevitably have difperfed the whole fleet of tranfports, and a de- 
cided ftorm enfued, in which they would moft probably have perifhed.. 

+ This will eafily be conceived by thofe who have been in fmall 
tranfports, in the confirudtion of which, it mult be® allowed, ace 
commodation has been but little attended to, thofe on board of which 

|. the firft detachment trom the brigade of guards was embarked, were 

, peculiarly’ uncomfortable; the men were flowed in the holds in fuch 
numbers, that one third. of them were conftantly obliged to keep on 
deck of nights, to afford the others fufficient to breathe in freely 3 
prim tgs (though their is by no means of fo much ¢on- 
fequence, as they can command a thoufand little comferts beyond the 
reach of. the private foldier) had only one fmall cabbin in each velfel 
amongft shout {even of them, on the floor of which they lay every night 
in their clothes clofely wedged together, 


\ 


} 


. ( 6), 
The numbers of fhips* we find fuug in-dty dock,= © ~~ = 
The feelings of true hearted Britons muft thock; 
For their treach'ry you'll grant me appears rather rank, 
When our Tars own they fought, off the fam'd Dogger- 
bank. , 


Breda and Gertruydenberg both are poffeft 

By the French, and they Williamftadt clofely inveft ; 
But BoetsLaar will keep his gates barr’d to.the lait, 
And quick tho’ they fire, will return itas faft; 
Dumouriez, his canvafs, depend on’t muft ftrike, 
And move in quick time from his poft at Moordykef. 


¥ . Aties hoftlities had commenced savowedly to proteé our Allies 
“the Dutch, we naturally expeéted to have found them zealous and hearty * 
in the caufe ; but when the guards landed at Helvoetfldys, had it not 
been for the roaring of artillery, which was diftinétly heard while 
Williamftadt was bombarded, a ftranger muit naturally have fuppofed, 
from the lethargic flumbers in which the inhabitants appeared to have 
been plunged, that they were enjoying a profound peace. In the dock- 
yard, which was filled with all kinds of naval Rores, and veffels of vae 
rious defcriptions, feveral thips of war, feven of them carrying 74 guns 
cach, were laid up without the leaft preparation appearing to equip 
them for fervice s on the contrary, there were fcarcely ever fee in the 
yard, more men than were abfolutely neceflary to keep watch over the 
ftores, and now and then a few builders at work, when a merchantman 
pccafionally put into repair, The inhabitants spathetically replied, to she 
queftions: put to them relative to the thips.of war, that they were laid up 
in a dock, becaufe they could not procure failors to man them. 
“If we look back to that ities when. they were at war with, and 


fought us fo obftinately, we them uniformly making the greateft ail 


exertions, in expeditioully fitein ‘out the molt formidable fleets; and. 
‘was obvious, that their nit oe Wea tettaet pabeheainth 
from their averfion to the caufe, This opinion io be drawn from what 
paffed ina town, fo apparently. i as Helyoetfluys; but from 
repeated examples, of the ‘fame. ion, being ¢ 
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This great little hero!) has furely atchiev'd. ._. 
Such wonderful feats as can {carce be believ’d.. _., . 
Yet we've'tofs'd him a hard bitter cruft now to mumble, 
And you'll find from his faddle he’ll {peedily tumble. _ 
Our ftate of defence here appears very fair, . 
And the fortification’ 's in decent repair, , 
Frigates moor'd near the town guard the port, and 

no doubt; °~-sy¢eeeeows 
Wiil foon make his Sans Culotte Friends face about, 


tions.—As well as Breda and Gertruydenburg, the {mall fort of Klundert 
had fallen into his hands, the poffeflion of which enabled him to open 
batteries immediately upon Williamftadt, a’ place of no great ftrength, 

+if we {peak of its works, but capable of making a refpeétable defence, 
as itis acceffible only on the fide of Klundert, being proteéted by the 
river Macstowards Dort, Rotterdam, and Bergenopzoom, The mouth of 
the Scheldt was well guarded, and the Dutch were thercfore enabled to 
relieve their. men at pleafure, to throw in fuccours, and to annoy the be- 
fiegers by means of gun-boats, wheaever they attempted to make their 
approaches; while the tremendous fire kept up, inceflantly from the 
ramparts of the place, convinced the Hero of Jémappe, that he would 
not experience the fame minute attention to his manifefios from the 
Governor. of Williamfadt; ashe baai'before met with from thofe of 
Breda and Conepstarbete, 

Dumourtez’s {cheme of penetrating into Holland by the Moordyke, 
‘was certainly well planned; and had Valence, who was privy to: his in- 
tended operations, kept his pofition on the Roer, inftead of indu' “4 
winter quarters at Liege, when he might have expedted rea Auf 
would attempt the paflage of the river, it might poflibly | 

' ei held Mi ae peg te he tells us, in hi sec 

make an atten | upon Zeelan le his yeal 

determination was wpe © with a body of troops at Moordyke, 

Cciaieebees and Gex’ DENBERG on toro tone son 
AMSTADT on the left, effe& 





EENSERG; KLUNDERT yand | ; 
geen Bis Ba to Don, where being once difembarked, he 
- woah: have d hostel tthe ry beat of foutax, and could ealy 


to,Amsterpam,»by the way of Rorrenpan, | RLFT, 

lem; and then, pr by Usrecht, could have 

‘ hese here VaLence, with a force confifting of 20,000 

pis eg to have joined him, while Miran continued the ficges of 
Malponi ne SN Assi Saad 


“ : 
Ms 4 


A 





(8) 
If they dare to approach, but too crafty for that, 
The Carmagnols know where to fmell outa rat. 
This moment our route has, I fihd, been ‘receiv’d, 
And to packing I hafte, as to night we're reliev'd*, 
In Schuyts we hail punt up to Dort; mes adieus, © 
Then accept, and when landed, my theme I'll renew. 





As the reconqueft of the Netherlands, the delivery of Hol- 
land, and in faétas all the brilliant fucceffes that crowned 
the arms of the allies at the commencement of the cam- 
paign of 1793, were in a great meafure in confequence 
of the vi€tory gained by Prince Conourc at Nerwinden,” 
it feems abfolutely neceflary to give fome account of the 
operations which brought on that general and decifive 
engagement, before the fruitlefs endeayours of the be- 
fieging army to reduce Williamftadt are further noticed. 


Cxaeratt had advanced from his cantonments on the 
night of the 28th of February, and pafling the Roer on 
the 2gth,.took poffeffion of Aldenboven: on the 2d of 
March he repulfed the French army, under the command 


'* Part of the 34 regiment from the Brielle relieved by the Celdftream 
at Helvoet at midnight, on the 5th of March, when the latter proceeded 
in {chuyts, (veffels fomewhat fimlilar to the Englith coal barges, or welt — 
country boats, in which troops and baggage are ufually com 8 
through Holland with much expedition; as when the wind does not per= 
mit them to {ail they con be towed by horfes) to join the main body of 
the guards nnder Major General Laxe at the ifland of Dortreieht, where 
it was apprehended the enemy might attempt a landing, as the inhabi« 
tants were known to be extremely opulent, and had the character of be- 
friending the French fyftem. The States General had an army on foot 

“amounting to about 30,000 men, compofed of Germans ‘and Swifs, in 
their pay, as well as of native troops, and Prince Frenzricx of Bruni 
wick was expeéted to advance from his pofition behind the Maes with 
10,000 to co-operate with them. 


= 
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of Gen. Mrranpa, at Geylenkirchen, between JULIERS and 
Massraicut. This bufinefs, which lafted only a few 
hours, was attended with the moft brilliant fuccefs on the 
fide of the Auftrians. ‘The French are ftated to have loft 
in killed, wounded, and miffing, above 2,000 men, 12 
pieces of cannon, and feveral ammunition waggons. A 
complete viétory was alfo gained on the following -day, 
near Aix la Chappelle, by Prince Conoure, over the 
grand Republican army under Gen. Vavence, which 


was driven back upon Liege with confiderable flaughter; 


above 1,500 prifoners, and 20 pieces of cannon, fell into 
the hands of the conquerors, while Prince Freprrick of 


‘Brunfwick, the fame day, carried the formidable batteries 


conftruted at Zwalme on the Meufe; purfuing the enemy 
to Brugge, he took 700 prifoners, and advanced towards 
Ruremonde, which place was alfo given up upon his firft 
appearance before it, its fall, enabling him to puth for- 
wards towards Bois le Duc, Thus glorioufly was opened 
the campaign of 1793, on the fide of the allies in every 
direftion, and almoft precifely atthe fame moment. Maef- 


 tricht and Venlo had been bombarded feverely for ten 


days, and both places were fortunately relieved by the 
rapid advance of Prince Conoure, and by his es WY 
attacks upon’the covering armies, 

The details of thefe events, given in the National Con. 
vention at that period, were extremely curious, and are 
well worthy of being noticed, though indeed it was then 
their‘common praétice to point out their defeats to the 
nation through the {mall end of the telefcope, which they 
reverfed with a jaggler’s celerity, to magnify every trif. 
ling advantage sili Siietsddy into a decifive vic- 

tary. 
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b In the fitting of March 5, a letter from the Beigic com= 
miffioners, datedthe 3d, at Liege; was read, ftating that Gen. 
VALENCE, finding the van of his army too clofely prefled 
by the allies, had thought it prudent, as many of his officers 
were abfent, to evacuate Aix la Chappelle, and to entrench 
himfelf at Herve; not a word was then faid of the lofs 
he had fuftained, nor was any engagement mentioned to 
have taken place. BouRNONVILLE, the war minifter, in 
a hafty note to the prefident, flated the affair to be of little 
confequence, and Miranda to have only fufpended the , 
Bombardment of Marstricut. On the following day, 
however, it was thought prudent to touch flightly upon 
the bad news that muft have been very foon in circulation, 
and St..ANpreE obferved that the committee of general 
fafety had obtained intelligence from Belgiaof rather anun- 
pleafant nature. Carra, another member, immediately at- 
tributed it to treachery, and Gen. STENGEL, a German, in 
their fervice, who commanded the avant garde of Va- 
LENCE’s arimy, was denounced; but even then BouRNoN- 
VIELE declared that he had received intelligencefrom 
DUmovurirz, that the French had not loft, in the retreat 
from’ Aix la Chappelle, above 5 or'6 men. 

On the 4th of March, Prince Cosource again advanced 
upon VALENCE, and after“d¥iving him from his entrench- 
ments at Herve, took Liege, with fearceany lofs, pufhing 
his advanced pofts fome miles*beyond=that. place, as he 
met with {carce any refiftancé. Thefe affairs, however, 
can only be regarded as {kirmifhes, previous to the,gene- 
raliengagement, »which, as:might naturally have been ex- 
petted from the proximity of the hoftiléarmies, foon after 
tookplace.,. The forces of Generals Vavence and Mi. 
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RANDA had been confolidated, and. Dumourtez placed 
himfelf at their head, muftesing, according to his.own 
ftatements, only 42,000 men... The Imperialifts under 
Prince Cosourc and Gen. Ciarirrait, were faid to 
have been about 50,000 ftrong; but it wasgenerally ima- 
gined, that the difparity was much greaterthan the French 
General thus makes it out, and with this difference, that 
the Republicans had the, advantage in point of numbers; 
for DumourieEz’s army was always reckoned by the du- 
Jrrians to have been compofed of 70,000 effeftive men at 
leaft. 

CLareraitT made himfelf mafter of Tirelemont on, the 
agth of March,and the follewing day the van of his army 
fell in with a confiderable body of the enemy near that 
place; an engagement enfued, in which the Auftrians. re- 
ceived a ferious check, and were obliged to fall back 
with fome lofs; the 17th was a day of reft, and pafled in 
réconnoitering on both fides; but early on the:morning of 
the 18th, the memorable aftion of Nerwinden took place. 
The attack was made by the French, after they had effefted 
the paflage of the river Gette with their ufual impetuo- 
fry, and fuflained by the Auftrians with their ufual firm- 
nefs. Viétory for a long time hovered over the field 
doubtful on which fide to fettle. Dumourtsz had 
ftationed his army, in avery advantageous, pofition; 
and placing himfelf at the head of his right wing, com- 
. pletely. fucceeded in.turning Prince. Cosourc’s* . left, 
His troops however being unfteady, he, was unable to fol. 


¢ a 


* The ground occupied by the Imperialifts, (between Fongus, St. 
Tron, and Landen). rcfembled an Amphitheatre, rifing from the river 
Gette 49 the heigits of Landen and. St. Tron, 
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low up.the advantage thus gained;’ and the Auftrian 
Cavalry, forming a Corps de Referve under Gen. Ciair- 
FAIT, coming up in the evening, decided the fortune of 
the day. The French were panic ftruck, and retreated 
precipitately in every direftion, abandoning 30 pieces of 
canon, and leaving immenfe heaps of their men dead 
upon the field of battle. 

Gen. Miranba, who commanded the left wing of Du- 
MOURIEz's army, appears to have been deceived at the 
firft onfet, by a feint retreat of the Auitrian right, which 
fuddenly rallied, and attacking him with vigour, obliged 
him’ to: fall back in the utmofl confufion. The centre 
and right, animated by the préfence of DumouriEz, con- | 
tinued firm till the evening, when, upon CLarrrart’s ad- 
vancing, they followed the example of the left wing, and 
were purfued and cut up feverely by the Auftrian 
Huffars. 

This vi€tory however coft the Imperialifts above 1200 
men at the commencement of the engagement, which was 
very unfavourable to them. Various ftatements have been 
given of the lofs of the Republicans, differing fo widely as 
from 2000 to 6000 in killed; but their loffes cannot pof- 
fibly be exaétly afcertained, as no'General was ever yet 
known to have the dead bodies counted after an engage- 
ment, and the French at all times carefully conceal the 
numbers that fall on their fide. Freth Volunteers, forcibly 
taken from trimming their vines, are fent to fill up gaps, 
or, in their own words, to re-organize their armies; the — 
military bands receive them with ¢a ira, and they are 
taught by their comrades to dance away care and reflec- 
tion to the tune of the Carmagnol. Intoxicated before 
an engagement; with liberty in their mouths, atid the 
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‘fumes’of geneva in their heads, they. ruhh on to deftracs 
tion, while the beft troops are carefully kept in the rear, 
and brought up after thefe enthufiaftic drunkards have 
repeatedly annoyed their opponents, and fatigued them- 
felyes by their impetuous and reiterated attacks. 

The battle of Nerwinden however lafted from day. 
break till fix o'clock in the evening, and as every inch 
of ground was obftinately difputed, it is evident that 
much blood muft have been {pilt on both fides. Dumou- 
RIEZ retreated towards Louvain, and on the eed, Ciair- 
F AIT made another attack upén his army, when an obftinate 
gngagement took place at Neerwelpe, and the French Ge~ 
neral was again defeated, though his men fought defpe- 
rately, and made fuch vigorous efforts to retain their poli. 
tion, that the vi€tory was purchafed dearly by the Auftrians, 
who had 700 men killed upon the fpot. The Republicans 
then retreated behind the river Dyle, and took poft on 
the formidable Montagne de Fer, between Louvain and 
Bruffels, whence they alfo were {peedily driven, being dif. 
pirited and unable to make any. further refiftance, They 
foon after precipitately abandoned Bruffels, which place 
Prince CozourG immediately entered, to the great joy - 
of the inhabitants, as they had been pillaged and dread. 
fully treated by their Republican Mafters, who then re- 
tired to Halle, evacuating Antwerp, Malines, Mons, and 
what was of infinite advantage to the Britith forces, 
Ostenp, filing off in two divifions towards Ath; where 

Domouriez colleéted the remains of his thattered army, 
fixin, ghis head-quasters at Tournay.. “ay 

‘Dpatank his Memoirs, gives us a long detailed 
account ofthe bs ean gisttoaics SE RES 
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own manceuvres to have been excellent, and attributing 
his defeat to the treachery and ¢owardice of Mrranpa*. 


That General, he avers, through a perfonal pique te Va- ° 


Lenctt, drew off his two columns, forming the left wing of 
the grandarmy, two leagues diftant from the feene of aétion, 
expofing the right and centre to the whole weight of the 
Imperialifts. He alfo accufes the Auftrian Generals of 
having committed fome egregious errors}; but though an 
able General, Dumourtez is a determined Egoti/?, and all 
his accounts are given in the gafconading ftyle of his 
countrymen i in the Senate. 

It appears, however, that he had the addrefs to enter 
into engagements with Col. Mack, ftipulating that his 
army fhould be permitted to retreat without further mo- 

“Aeftation after | the evacuation of Bruffels; this was un- 
known, to Ciainrarr, who fell upon his avant-garde 
pofted at Pellenberg, which brought on the aétion at 
Nerwelpe. They. were however afterwards faithfully at- 


-*Domourizz. wiper particularly inveterate againft Mrranpa, and 
evinces in his Memoirs, a difpofition to throw every poffible odium upon 
that General, Yet Mixanpa certainly proved himfelf either extremely 
eloquent, or guarded by the impenetrable breaft-plate of confcious inno- 
cence, when, he was acquitted by the Revolutionary Tribunal at Pais. 

pal NONEMEN it muft be remembered, was Dumour1ez’s particular 
$ In not difputing the paflage of the river Gette, which divided the 


two armics, in not falling upon the three columns, forming the right _ 


wing under Vaiencr, both in frofit and flank, while marching to the 
attack ; in abandoning the advantageous poft of the tomb of Middlewinden 
(which commanded the three villages Oberwindeo, Middlewinden, and 
Nerwinden, as well as a valley feparating them from the town of Lan- 
den) in having negle&ted to ere@ a battery upon it Lape the 
engagement 5, and above all, in not purfui Miranpa in his it, and 
in not attacking with their right wing the left and cer*re of the Repub- 
licans then eogaged in the heat of the battle before NeERWINDEN, .» 
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_ tended to by Prince Conourc, who remained three days 
~ at Louvain, fending only fmal] detachments to hang upon 
the rear of the Republicans. 

How an experienced officer, like Col. Mack, could 
haye entered into fo abfurd a treaty* with a difpirited and 
beaten enemy, is difficult to account for. Had his intelli- 
gence been good refpe€ting the fituation of DuMountez’s 
forces, he muft have been convinced of the pra€ticability 
of Cosourc’s army cutting off their retreat, and prevent- 
ing their return to the Frontiers of France; but thus it 
ever ig, too much elated with viétory, the greateft Gene- 
rals are apt to negleét following up the advantages they 
fain, at the critical moment, when they might, render 
them decifiye and brilliant. 


* Dumourrez, in his Memoirs, flates this ftipulation to have become 
hourly of more importence to him. His army, he fays, was greatly di- 
minifhed, efpecially in officers. He had {carcely ammunition fufficient 
for a fingle battle, and he was moreover thoroughly perfuaded, that in 
cafe of a ferious attack, he fhould have been shandoncd | by’ - wane 
army. 
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LETTER IU. 


Dorr, March 23, 1793. 


Bortflaar’s {pirited Defence of Williampadt.—The French raife the Siege precipi« 
tately, and abandon their Expedition againft Holland entirely. 


TO our enemies now, we’ve drawn rapidly near, 

And fhould Williamftadt fall, they’ll foon vifit us here. 
As yet the brave garrifon holds themat bay, . 
And muft force them, creft fall’n, to fneak tamely away» 
Their reception was warm, as they well might expeét, 
And our gun-boats have all had the wifh’d-for effeé. 

An unfortunate fhot, forrow di€tates the lay, 

In an inftant, each femblance of life tore away, 

From a gallant young tar*! yet fo nobly to die, 

Takes the fting from affliftion, and foftens its figh; 
While the fire from the ramparts +t De Flers has annoy’d, 
Not a houfe in the place, as we're told, is deftroy’d. 


' * The additional gun-boats which had been built at Rotterdam were 
difpatched to join Admiral Kinsnercen’s fleet, and half of ther 
mounting Britith colours, were manned by Englifh failors under the 
command of Capt, Bancxrey. Thefe boats were conftantly employed, 
and had all the effeé that could have been poflibly expeéted from thems 
by preventing the befiegers from making any very neat approaches. The 
Britith tars had on that duty many opportunities of evincing that un- 
daunted courage, for which they have ever been fo defervedly famed. 
His countrymen had to lament the of a very valuable and f{pirited 
officer in Lieut, Western of the Syren Frigate who fell on the aaft of 
March; he was fhot through the heart by a cannon-ball, whilft in the aét 
of pointing the gun of his boat againft the enemy’s works. 

+ Before Dumouaiez left the Republican army in Holland, to put 
him(elf at the head of that of the North, then ftationed near Louvain, he 
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Our arrival by Bortsiaar was duly announc’d*, 

And the French may expeét to be handfomely trounc’d. 
Rous’d of late from our mefs by a brifk camnonade, 

(As it feem’d to our young inexperienc’d brigade, ) 

We, turning out manfully, thought to have found 

The foe with our picquets, difputing the ground. , 
But perceiv’d it was linfeed fome oil mills had pounded, 
Till the harfh noife produc’d, loud as cannon refounded. 


made a very defperate attempt to enter Williamftadt by a Coup de Main, 
and taking advantage of a dark night, advanced filently along the Dyke 
with a large body of chofen troops. This detachment however, being 
fortunately difcovered by the frigates ftationed in the Maes, they fuffered 
them to approach within reach of their guns, and then commenced 2 
brifk and tremendous fire with grape fhot; and the artillery from the 
ramparts of the place opening upon them at the fame moment, the Re- 
publicans were driven back with confiderable flaughter. It has been 
already ftated that Williamftadt was alone affailable by a narrow neck of 
land near Klundert; there, the befiegers attempted to ere& two batteries 
within 2co toiles of the place; but the garrifon perceiving their intention 
made a vigorous fortie, and deftroying the works before they were com- 
pleted, killed the two engineers employed to conitrué them, and purfued 
their enemics, who fled upon their firft approach, driving them beyond 
their former pofition, Being foiled in thefe attempts, and called upon 
loudly to repair to the army of Valence, Dumounritz left Gen, 
De Fiers with the command of the Frencharmy in Holland; directing 
him to continue the fiege, and, if poffible, to effeét a landing on the 
ifland of Dort; determined to profecute his darling enterprife, if fuccefsful 
in checking the formidable progrefs of the Imperialifts. 

* Strong picquets were pofted along the fhore of the ifland of Dort, 
whence frequent fuppliesof ammunition were conveyed to Wilhamftadt 
bya party of the guards, as acommunication by the Scheldt was pre« 
ferved. The Dutch uniform being Blue lined with Scarlet, Gen. Boer. 
$i aR, foon after the arrival of the Britith troops, ordered his garrifon 
to turn their infide out; put their accoutrements over them, 
Thus equipped were paraded on the ramparts with the party of the 
guards in front, and within fight of the befiegers, By this ftratagem the 
enemy imagined rhe Governor had received a reinforcement of Englifh 
foidiers, ieee faid at the time that i it accelerated the retreat of the 
befiegers 
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You'll laugh at our blunder, and laugh if you will, 


We fhall know, in good time, a French gun from a 
mill. 


A Williamftadt courier reports the fiege* rais’d, 

And Bortsiaar moft highly and juftly is prais’d; 
-His defence muft the veteran endear to mankind, 

Nor his country ungrateful to merit we find; 


* The States General decreed a very handfome penfion to Generat 
Borrstaan and his family, for his gallant and {pirited defence of Wil 
liamftadt. 

Prince FrepericK of Baunswicx having at this period reached the 
vicinity of Bois le Ducy the fituation of the French became extremely 
critical; Gen. De Frers therefore on the 23d of March ordered Berneron 
who commanded the army befieging Williamftadt to raife the fiege, and 
to retreat towards Antwerp, throwing himfelf, with about 5,000 mem 
into Brepa, while Col. Til/i entered Gertruydenberg with about half the 
number of infantry, and a {mall detachment of horfe. Thus ended the 
invafion of Holland, wherein the Republicans muft have fuffered very {e- 
verely, though Dumouriez had the impudence to affert in his Memoirs, that 
the expedition did not coft France a fingle foldier. Without he means to 
be underftood as {peaking contemptuoully of his army, and wifhes us to 
infer from his remarks, that it was compofed of men unworthy of that 
honourable name; he has certainly committed himfelf moft flrangely, 
for the beach under the walls of Williamftadt was Rrewed with the bo- 
dies of Frenchmen who had fallen before the place, and the writer of 
this narrative bimjelf faw numbers of them laying there after the fiege 
had been raifed, before the Dutch had leifure to inter them, We may 
fairly venture to ftate his lofs at 1000 men killed. . 

The French batteries at Moordyke were evacuated without lofs, ay 
the Dutch troops were not aware of the very precipitate retreat of their 
enemies: preparations were then immediately made by the hereditary 
Prince of Onance, to reoccupy the fortrefles of Gertruydenberg and 
Breda, when Gen, De Frens, offering to furrender Upon terms, was per- 
mitted to march out with the honors of war, and return to the in- 
terior of France, giving up the Batajgians, compofing a part of his gar- 
rifon, as prifoners of war, Brxv« was evacuated on the sed of April, 
the laft place the enemy poffeffed in’ Holland, Gertruydenberg having 
previoufly furrendered upon the fame terms. The gd Regiment of 
Guards was relieved by the 14th Regiment of Infantry, which had been 
fent to encreafe the Britith forces in Holland, and the whole brigade, 
excepting three companies of the gd Regiment, embarked in Sebuyts the 
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For our f{peedy advance preparations are made, 

And the third has been order’d to join the brigade. 

As it’s long fince the troops to relieve them fet fail, 

Of their landing to hear, we expeét ev'ry mail. 

That I’m your’s moft fincerely, dear Ricuarp, believe, 
And from Devon, good news may I fhortly receive. 


sft of April, and landed the fame day at Bergenopzdom, and the divifion 
left at Dort, having been relieved by a Swifs Regiment in the pay of 
Holland, followed on the 7th. 

ViGtory appeared, at this period, to heap her Favors with a lavith 
hand on the coalefced armies in every direétion. The Pruffians had 
fucceeded in paffing the Rhine near Oppenheim on the 27th of March, 
though oppofed by Cuffine, who had advanced with a corps of 12,000 
men, for that purpofe. Oppenheim, Worms, and Spires, fell rapidly 
into their hands, and Gen. WuraMsvr, with 12,000 Aultrians, having 
effeéted the paflage of the river at Carlrich, and repulfed a body of the 
enemy of nearly equal ftrength on the oppofite fide, pufhed on to form 
the inveftiture of Lanvavu, while Prince Honencos, after repeated 
fkirmifhes, in which he was invariably fuccefsful, furrounded Mayence, 
(or Mentz) with 30,000 men, forming a befieging army under Counr 
Kaciaurrn. It was at this time generally underftood that a large army of 
Ruffians would be fent to co-operate with the allies, but the Emprefs, 
as well as his Majefty of Pruffia, being wholly intent on the participation 
of Poland, paid but little attention to the common caufe,and though Fax- 
DERICK was frequently {cen at the Pruffian head-quarters, it wasevident 
he thought much more of Koftioufi than of Custine, or more {pi- 
rited meafures would undoubtedly have been adopted to have chafed 
the Republicans beyond their lines, at a moment when they were fo dil- 
pirited by a feries of defeats in every quarter, 

Though Cusrrne had taken up fome very advantageous pofitions, 
having poffeffion of the heights of Weiflemberg, and the formidable lines 
whichextending from thence to Lautenberg, protected Hageneau, and Straf- 
bourg, and hadalfo pofted Houcuarn with 10,000 men, fo as to cover the 
duchy of Deux Ponts; he was certainly apprehenfive of the event in cafe of an 
attack, ashe wrote to the convention, requefling permiffion to refign his 
command, and ftating his army to ‘been fo much reduced, that out of 
§9,000 men he hadbsought into the field at the commencement of the cam~ 
paign, only 96,0co then remained to oppofeabove 80,0c0 of the allies. The 
French general was however certainly mifiaformed of the ftrength of 
the allied armies on the Rhine, they never mufter’d in their moft formi- 
dable fate, above 90,900 men, of which. number 30,000 were furnished 
by Auftria, and 4,000 by the Prince of Helle Darmiftadt ; deduéting 


therefore the troops invefling Mayence, and thofe deftined for the fiege 


of Landan,¢here could not poflibly remain above 48,000 to contend 
with Cusring, , Cae 5 A 


ia 





LETTER IV. 


Dumouriex’ flight.—Determination of the Gongrels at Antwerp.——Advance to 
Flanders. _ Cobourg’s Manifeftos.—Renewal of Hoflities.—Pofition of 
the Allics,— Attacks of the 1ft and 1d May.—Their Confequences. 


YOUR opinion, dear Ricnanp, veer’d widely from mine, 
When you faid that our views we fhould fearcely confine, 
Our valiant and faithful ALiiEs to defend; 

But to judgment fuperior, fubmiffive I bend. 

Tohis ftrong camp at Maulde*, when DuMourtez had fled, 
And found that the Jacobins” threaten’d his head; 


* Upon Dumovriez retreating from the neighbourhoed of 'Tournay 
on the 3oth of Marchto the camp of Maulde near St. Amand, avowedly 
one of the ftrongeft pofitions in Flanders, Prince Conoure advanced his 
head-quarters to Mons; the French army of the north was then fo much 
decreafed, that till joined by the late garrifons of Breda and Gertruy- 
denberg {exclufive of the garrifons of Valencienues, Condé, Maubeuge, 
&qu)sait barely amounted to 8,000 men, That formidable pofition could 
however have been eafily defended, even by fo trifling a force againft any 
aumbers likely to have been brought againf it, Commiflioners from the 

onvention, had frequently made their appearance in the camp, and 

Dumovaice plainly perceived that his arreft had been a meafure decided 
upon from the moment of his defeat at Nerwinden, and aware that 
denunciation was become, by the order of the day, the forerunner end 
certain road to the guillotine, he determined to difappoint the hopes of 
his enemies, and to march his whole army to Paris to overturn the Ja- 
cobiu faétion, 

Though his treachery againit the republic cannot pollibly be denied, 
when we allow him to have entered into _to deliver Lille 
and Valenciennes into the hands of Prince Cosetre, it-muft be evident 
to every unprejudiced man, who confiders the fubje€; that the ingratitude, 
of his countrymen was the firft and chief reafon of his deferting their 
caufe: Self defence being certainly admitted as the firt cetyl of 
nature, for even 

The worn, when trod upon, ereéts its creft, 
And in defiance curls its Ringlefs tail. 


Had Demouriez arrived at the pinnacle of the revolution, as his coun. 
trymen ga{conadingly term it, to have fultaincd the charaQes of a Re- 
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The convention declaring how charm’d they fhould be, 
If he’d march with their deputies back a Paris. 


This fharp-fighted hero for fome nights had feen 
In his dreams, a tremendous and bloody machine, \ 
And ftarted, exclaiming aloud, “ Guillotine.” 


So he fent the commiffioners* under arreft, 
To the Auftrian encampment, and ftood forth confefs'd, 


A friend to their caufe, undertaking to bring 
His army to publifh young Louis their king : 


publican hero, he onght willingly to have devoted himfelf to death, rather 
than have betrayed the truft repofed in him, by the convention ; confi- 
dering him however asa mere man,and one too who from principle was 
averfe to the ruling faétion at Paris, we cannot wonderwhen he perceived 
200,000 {words ready to be drawn in his defence, that he thould not 
only take meafures to preferve his own life, but to punifh thofe fangui- 
nary wretches who were fo eagerly thirfling for his blood. His plan 
failing in the firf inflance when he endeavoured to gain over Fer RAND, 
the Governor of Valenciennes, to his fide, he meant to have taken pof- 
feflion of Condé, well affured that Nuillie the commandant, was in his in. 
tereft; while the Auftrians blockaded Lille and Valenciennes, and depend. 
sing upon the unanimity of his army, to proceed immediately tothe ca- 
pital, in conjunétion with Prince Cosourc, 
* The cyes of all Europe were fixed upon Dumovrtez with awful 
-* expe@tation at shat moment, as it was naturally imagined that the influ- 
ence of fo favourite a general over his foldiers would haye induced them . 
to adopt any meafures he might propofe, however defperate, rather than 
ftand by, and tamely fuffer him to be dragged from before their eyes to 
the fcaffold, after having fo frequently led them.on to viétory. In the 
mean time Camus, La Manreur, Cunerre, and Henri Veauvery 
with Bournonv1it.8 the war minifter, were deputed by the jacobins 
to conduét the French gencral in chief to the bar of the convention, with 
orders, as it was faid, to have him affeflinated in cafe of refiftance, for 
which purpofe troops were placed in the road by which he was to pafs to 
Paris, Having long forefeen this event, he was fully prepared in what 
manner to aét, and-upon their attempting to fecure his perfon, and place 
their feals upon his papers, he order’d so chofen Huflars, whom he hag 
previoufly patted within call, to efcort them to Tournay, and to deliver 
them iets into the taghs of Gen, Cuarrait. 
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And inftantly mounting the modeft cockade, 
The pow’r of his rhet’rick* the champion effay’d. 


a 


* Dumounrez’ plan now became ripe for execution , and having ap~ 
pointed # meeting with Colonel Mack, for finally det¢rmining upon the 
terms of their treaty; on the gd of April he addreficd his army at the 
camp of Maulde, and then found that they highly approved of his having are 
refted the commifflioners, and that they even evinced a difpofition favour- 
ble to his wifhes, and fuch as induced him to imagine they would follow, 
wherever he led the way. . On the 4th however when /he was proceeding 
to Condé for the fame purpofe, he fell in with a columnof his own troops 
marching thence from Valenciennes, and furprifed at this unexpeéted move= 
ment for which he had given no orders, he advanced: to queftion them 
but perceiving the foldiers at the head of the column approaching with 
threatening language, he inftantly gallopped, with wonderful prefence of 
mind, towards a broad ditch, over which, his charger refufing toeap, he 
was obliged to feramble on foot, and mounting a horfe belonging to @ 
fervant of the Duc de Chartres, who bad attended him, very narro' ef. 
caped with his life through a brifk fire of {mall arms, which, ir 
purfuit, the French troops kept up, inceffantly, till he croffed a branch 
of the river Scheldt, and gained a village in poffeflion of the Auftrians. 

He returned, however, the next day, to the camp at Maulde, and was 
received with apparent joy by his troops unfortunately for Dumouriez 
Prince Conounc’s firft declaration was then publithed, ftating his inten- 
tions to co-operate with the French general, and to aflift him, if nece{- 
~ fary,with his whole army, to reftore to France the happinefs of a conftitu, 
_. tion, and to the reft of Europe, peace and tranquillity. I further declare, 
© adds the Imperial General, upon my word and honor, that fhould the 
military operations require one or more fortrefles to be given up to my 

troops, 1 will keep them merely as a facred truft, and I engage, in the 
moftexprefs and pofitive terms, to reftore them, as foon asa government 
fhall be eflablifhed in France, or the brave general, with whom I am 
about to make a common caufe, fhall demand of me fuch a conceflion. 
This declaration was figned at Mons, on the sth of April, and upon its 
appearance in the camp of Maulde, the cannoncérs began to murmur, and 
foon after drew off their guns towards Valenciennes, the national volunteers 
following their example, branded their general with the name of traitort@ 
his country, and the whole camp was thrown into confufion, it therefore 
‘became abfolutely neceflary tcr Dumourzrez to attend to his immediate 
fafety, and, accompanied alone by Generals Toouvenor,;VaLencr, the 
Duc de Cuanrres, and the officers of his flaff he foughta thelter from 
the rage of his former idolaters in Crain ¥air’s head quarters at Tour- 
nay. Such were the caufes of, and the cigcumftances attending the French 
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To his florid narration the anfwer receiy’d 

Was, “ Vive Dumourizz!” Sounds he fondly believ’d, 

To have {prang from the heart, yet, too {oon to his coft, 
Experienc’d his influence was totally loft. 

And perceiving them eager his life to obtain, . 
Without looking back he fcower’d over the plain. 

- A congrefs at Antwerp * then met, which decreed, . 
Fair Belgium to conquer our troops fhould proceed, 
And offenfively aét as occafion requir’d; 

Ev'ry bofom, believe me, with ardour was fir’d, 
Which before with fufpenfe and uncertainty pain’d, 
Truly anxious at Bergenopzoom had remain’d. 


general’s flight: the philanthropift, when he confiders the ef- 
fufion of human blood that has fince deluged the earth, and which 
would have been undoubtedly fpared, had Dumouxtez’ plan fucceededs 
will Jament its failure, while he detefts his treachey, and the true pa~ 
triot muft naturally with that it had never been attempted, as it affifted 
the diabolical fchemes of the rulers of the convention, and the people 
of France became from that moment more united and more bigotted to 
their new principles. ’ 

* The advantages that had been gained by the alliesin one fhort month 
exceeded their moft fanguine expeétations. Having driven their enemies 
within their own territories, it was determined that a congrefs fhould 
be held at Antwerp on the 8th of April, to fix upon new arrangements 
Yor the future operations of the campaign, and the generals and minifters 
of the coalefeed powers were accordingly fummoned to attend it. It wag 
there refolved that vigorous meafures fhould be entered into by every 
power at war with France, that the garrifon towns on the frontiers 
thould be immediately befieged, and, in cafe of their furrender, that the 
conventional forces fhould be blocked up clofely by a trong cordon of 
troops on fhore, while the maritime powers fhould extend their line, and 
cut off from the country all fupplies by fea. Thus hemmed in on ewery 
Side, the Royaiifts, in the heart of the kingdom were to fight their own 
battles, and the allied armies to {upport them as favourable opportuni- 
ties might offer, Great Britain and her auxiliaries by this treaty con 
{ented to advance and join with Auftria in her offenfive operations, 
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A place of fuch ftrength*, that like Troy it appears, 

Full able a fiege to fuftain of ten years. 

Tow’rds Antwerp we then in the fchuyts bent our way, 
And fafely were landed at Bev’ren next day; 

‘Where halting three days we all joyoufly went 

To pay our devoirs to the good folks t at Ghent. 
Receiv’d, by the premier nobleffe of the place, 

With joy, and a hearty fraternal embrace; 


* Bergenopzoom isthe compleateft regularly fortified town in Europe. 
There are cafemates fufficient to lodge nearly20,000 men, which having 
a fandy foundation, are very dry and healthy, The mines are bricked 
over and interfeét in every direétion, branching from the chamber, 
entirely under the glacis. The magazines for ammunition and provi 
fions are alfo acknowledged to be fuperior to, and more extenfive than 
thofe of any other known fortrefs in Europe; neither can any place in 
Holland (Nimeguen excepted) boaft of the advantage of fuch excellent 
water, or of fuch an abundant fupply. By its numerous fubterrancous 
works, which in circumference are faid to cover neatly a league (3 Eng- 
lifh miles) of ground, it is rendered impregnable, and while the Scheldt 
is open, fuccour can be thrown in, if neceffary, every tide. It was taken 
by treachery in the year 1747, when the French entered the place, after 
one of the fally-port doors bad been opened to them. Two battalions of the 
Scotch brigade, fupported by a ingle battalion of Dutch ; (the reft of the 
garrifon having fled precipitately) maintained their ground in the mar- 
ket-place and ftreets, for nearly four hours, againft above 10,000 of their 
enemies; and after making confiderable flaughter, effeéted their retreat 
by the Stenburgh port, leaving behind them the greateft part of their of- 
ficers, and above two thirds of their men killed and wounded. They 
joined the Dutch army that lay behind the lines contiguous to the for- 
trefs, avbere 19,000 men were then encamped, whom they naturally ex. 
petted would have marched to their affiftanee.. There is.aftrong fort 
at the entrance of the harbour, which was maintained by the late Gen, 
M‘Lean, (then a Lieut. in the Scotch brigade,) and 30 of his brave 
countrymen, till he had obtained terms to march out with the honours 
of war, and-was permitted to join his regimont which had. juft fought 
its way out of the town. 

+ The brigade left Bergenopzoom the gth, and landed at Beveren, a 
{mall village oppofite Antwerp, the 20th of April. rs 

} Marched from Beveren the 13th, and arrived at Ghent the 14thy 
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We too foon bade fuch friends an unwilling adieu, 

In fearch of adventures our route to purfue 

Tow’rds Bruge*, and their raptures we found were 
no lefs; 

-For our Chieftain they hail’d witha printed addrefs, 

Declaring how honour’d the city had been, 

How greatly rejoic’d in its walls to have feen 

A Brunfwick, and fomething was handfomely {aid 

Of his valiant attendants in dark blue and red: 

The bells in the fteeple rang merrily round ! 

And the.chimes ftruck our ears with the heart-cheering 
found é 

Of Gop save THE Kino! 

Thefe teeth outward Loyalifts kept us one day, 

Then we march’d on to. Tournayt,, through Thielt and 
Courtray ; 


* Embarked for Bruges the 16th, and landed there the 17th of April, 
+ Marched from Bruges to Thielt the 1gth of April; to Courtray the 
20th ; to Tournay the 2gd; to Orcq,near Tournay the 25th, 





Afecond declaration of Prince Conowne’s appeared on the oth ®f 
April, revoking entirely the principles contained in his manifefto of the 
5th, and announcing the ceffation of the armiftice ;the conteft wasaccord- 
ingly renewed, and the dogs of war, more favage from their late reftraints 
were once again Jet loofe upon the world: from this period the com- 
mencement of the compaign may be moft properly dated on the 
fide of Great Britain. Reinforcements were accordingly ordered to 
be fent out to the continent, both of cavalry and infantry, and a contin. 
gent of 12,000 Hanoverians were onfull march to join the Duke of Yorx"s 
army ; the landgrave of Heffe Caffel had alfo engaged to furnith a fub- 
fidy of 6,000 men, with the neceflary artillery for the term of fix years. 
Prince Conouna, immediately after his fecond declaration, advanced from 
his pofition before Mons, to penetrate into the French territories, accord~ 
ing to the plan decided upon by the congrefs'at Antwerp, His opponents 
were then focompletely aifperfed, that he found the ficld entirely open to 
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And halting our men to repofe for a while, 

Advanc’d to this village, fcarce diftant a mile, 

Where canton’d we’re moft probably doom’d to remain, 
Till with vigour prepar’d to commence the campaign. 
The French in our front, are reported in force, 

And Alerte is the word as a matter of courfe. 

Difmal quarters feem thefe after Bruges and Ghent, 
But foldiers you know mutt be ever content, 

Our apartments becharcoal’d with wonderful tafte, 
And our windows repair'd with brown paper and pafte. 
Who fo fnug? Tho’ each chamber like Crifpin’s fam’d ftall, 
Serves for parlour, for fleeping-room, kitchen and all. 


him, and was enabled to advance rapidly upon Condé, which fortrefs was 
immediately invefted and its communication with the interiorcut offs 
while from the pofition he had taken up near Quivrain, by extending his 
line beyond Bavai, and occupying the villages on that fide of the river 
Rihonelle, he at once theatened”Walenciennes, and kept an ¢ye upon Mau- 
beuge. Cuarkrart’s pofition extended from a brane of the Scheldt 
near Condé, through the Foret de Raifmes, beyond the Abbaye Fifeoine, his 
right, there communicating with the left of the Pruffians under General 
Knozetsporr who was in poffeflion of the ground from St. Amand to the 
camp of Maulde. After the flight of Dumov x12z, the command of the Nor- 
thern Republican army devolved upon Gen. Dampierre, who was ex- 
t#emely active in aflembling his forces in the plains of Famars, receiving 
daily, from the interior, confiderable augmentations. Frequent fkirmifhes 
enfued, but no ferious engagement took place till the 1f of May, when, 
with a view to relieve Condé, and open the communication between 
that Fortrefs and Valenciennes, he attacked all the different pofts 
of Prince Cosourc’s army at once, and a bosdy of 6,000 men at the 
fame time, fallied forth from Valenciennes upon the advanced guard, 
on the fide of the entrenchments, between the villages of Onaing and 
St. Saulye. Cozourc immediately difpatched a column of 4,000 tc 
their fupport, and Count Culleredo proceeded with another of 6,000 to the 
heights between Schourg and Etrieux: finding two lines of the enemy’s 
infantry, of at Jeaft double his own ftrength, before Saultain and Cur< 
gics, he immediately gave" them battle, and his troops pointed their 
artillery fo judicioufly, and with fuch effect, that they drove the enemy 
from the villages, and forced them to retreat within the lines of their 
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But in palace or hovel I till hall remain 
Yours, my friend, and you'll hear from me fhortly again. 


- encampment at Famars. The French were alfo repulfed at Onaing, and 
fled precipitately, with a lofs, as it was faid, of 9 pieces of artillery, 17 
ammunition waggons, and of, at Jeaft, sco men, while the Auttrians 
had only 150 killed and wounded, The Republicans, fupported by a 
large train of artillery, had alfo advanced from their camp at Anzin upon 
Craze FArt’s entrenchments at Raifmes, and charged them repeatedly, 
in a very defperate manner; they were, however, entirely routed in the 
end, and were reported to have left above 1,000 meni behind them, dead 
upon the field of battle. Cratrrarr loft nearly 200, An attempt was 
made on the 1ft to diflodge Gen, La Tour from his pofition between Bavai 
and Maubeuge; but the Republicans, after driving in his picquets, were 
obliged to retreat precipitately, and were purfued by the Imperialifts to 
their entrenched camp. 

The allies lay upon their arms the whole night, and, as they had ex- 
pected, at day-break on the ed, Damereere fill anxioys to accomplith 
his purpofe, marched with three formidable columns againft the Pruffian 
lines near St, Amand, The conflict was long, fevere, and bloody; nor 
was it ti}l CLarrrait detached the regiment of Starhée, and the huflars 
of Eferbaxé and Barco to Knonecsporr’s affiftance, that their enemics 
gave way, but they then precipitately fled, with a lofs of gq ficld pieces, 
and neatly ¢,ooo men, The Pruflians and Auftrians however paid moft 
dearly for their vittory, as they had, according te their own remy 
3,400 men killed and wounded, 
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LETTER V. : 


Orca, near Tourway, May 13, 1793- 
The Coldfiream Guards under a heavy Fire—Their fpirited Attacks upon the 
Wood of St. Amand—Knobelfdorf plays the old Soldier —Succefs of the 
Allies in every Direétion. 

FOR ever be remember’d 

The famous eighth of May ; 
For Briton’s rais’d their Nation’s fame 

On that moft glorious day ! 


In thy deep Wood, fair St. Amand 
Their wily foe they fought, 

And, Praffian Generals fkirting it, 
Well pleas’d, their duty taught. 


The Battalion’s atchievements in St. Amand’s Wood, 
Would furnith a ballad heroic and good, 

One too that would grace ev'ry bookmonger’s fall, 
And cut no bad figure, pinn’d up to a wall. 

‘But let me with method my flory purfue, 

For a fimple detail ‘will fcarce fatisfy you; 

The Pruffians and Keysers had reafon to fear 

That fuccefs would attend perfevering DAMPIERRE; 
So our Chief thought it right his affiftance* to proffer, 
And Knosetsporr gladly accepted his offer. 

* Inconfequenceof DamrreRne’s reiterated attacks upon the Pruf- 
fans, the Britith Guards were kept conftantly upon'the alerte and were 
frequently under arms, and formed in readinefs to march, but till the 7th 
of May, had not proceeded far from their cantonments at Orcq. The 
Duke of Yorx had that morning vifited Knoserspoxr at St. Amand; 
and finding the Pruffian General expeéted fully another Republican vifit 
on the following day, his Royal Highnefs expreffed his. readinefs to» 
march with the Brigade of Guards, and Hanoverians to his affiftance. 


\KnonEnsporr was by far too old a foldier to refufe an offer, that 
would evidently, as he forefaw, enable him to {pare his own troops, and 
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Proceedirig to Maulde, our confed’rates we found 

Mof firongly encamp’d on Dumourrez’s late ground*, 
And the Coldftream ftruck up when allow’d to advance, 
Long life to King Gronct, and confufion to France; 


he therefore not onlythankfully clofed with it at once, but promifed 
alfo ro avail himfelf of the very firt opportunity of employing his new 
auxiliaries. They were accordingly under arms at midnight, and pro- 
ceeded immediately through Tournay to the Camp of Maulde, where 
they halted at day-break onthe 8th. 

Damrrerre had eftablithed feveral formidable baticries in the wood 
oppolite to the Abbaye Vifcoine, and a body of at leaft 10,0e0 men, drawn 
from the garrifon of Lille, was pofted in the Abbaye D'Hannons where, 
proteéted by the Wood, they were enabled to advance upon the Prof- 
fians, and could eafily retreat in {fety in cafe of arepulfe. The Allies 
had been daily harraffed by teazing attacks of little moment fince the 
ad; but carly on the morning of the 8th, as wos expeéted, the enemy 
evinced a difpofition of making another ferious effort to pafs the boun- 
daries of the Wood. The firft attack was made by the troops encamped 
at Anzin, with a view to diflodge Gen. Craixrarr from his pofition in 
the Foret de Raijmes ; and et day-break a lively cannonade commenced in 
that direétion. The troops encamped at Famars, appeared at the fame 
time, formed in order of battle, and the garrifon of Valenciennes fhewed 
themfelves drawn up in readinefs to fupport them, keeping Cosovac 
in check, while Damezex Re once again endeavoured to throw a fupply 
both oftroops and of provilions into Condé, of which the Governor ftcod 
in the greatch need. : , 

* The Republicans having approached the edge of the Wood, the en- 
gagement became general about nine o’clock, when the Grenadiers and 
Firft Battalion of the Coldftream, and Third Guards, were ordered to 
move forwards, to afmall Pruffian Camp, fituated between the villages 
of Nivelle and of La Motte, near the town of St, Amand, They remain- 
ed there till the evening, whea Kwosetspoxr withing one Battalion to 
advance, the Colditream being firft far duty, marched towards Vifcoinc, 
and the Pruffian General dimfelf conduéting them along the Chaullée to the 
tkirts of the Wood, defired they would enter it, aud immediately gal 
loped off, Jeaving Col. Panxaycion, without giving any directions 
whatever relative to his further operations. The French redoubts were 
fo conftru&ed, that they in a great meafure, commanded the Chauffée, 
teading to St. Amand, the field pieces attached to the Guards, were there- 
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As we pafs’d on, the fierce whifker’d Pruffians we view’d 
In battle array near the {kirts of the wood. 

Their Chieftain defir’d us to enter, and in 

We darted like light’ning, thro’ thick, and thro’ thin. 
Staunch hounds in full cry when purfuing their prey, 
Were never more eagernefs known to difplay. 

Befere us the French on retreat we defcried, 

And firing one volley, the bayonet ttied ; 

Ere their flight was arrefted, with grief I relate, 

What was many a valorous Coldftreamer’s* fate. 

A mafk’d gun wheel’d forwards, difcharg’d thowers of 


grape, 

And we thought for a time not a man would efcape, 
Till the drummers ¢o arms were commanded to beat, 
While Pennincron t privately hinted retreat, 


* When the right Companies of the Coldftream Battalions had nearly 
clofed upon their flying enemies; a piece of ordnance was by the Re- 
publicans wheeled forwards from a battery, which had been totally con- 
cealed from our intrepid countrymen, by the numerous bufhes and im- 
penetrable underwood of the gloomy foreft. A tremendous fire was 
thus inftantaneoufly brought to bear upon them, when within piftol oor of 
the very {pot to which the gun had been advanced, and in a few mo- 
ments, thofe Companies which were the moft expofed, commanded by 
the late Col. Besv1iLe, Cols. GAscorns, Frezsmantur, and Fitz. 
noyY, fuffered confiderably ; the firft having 21 rank and file, the fecond 
4g, the third 14, and the fourth g, killed and wounded. The left wing 
efcaped however without the lofs of a fingle foldier, for fo fudden 
‘was this unfortunate rencontre, that the Jaft divifion had fearcely croffed 
the Hedge+Row, feparating the Chauffée from the Fore‘t, when the ope 
moft was engaged. 

+ The moft dreadful havoc muft, in all human probability, have tiie 
place, had it not been for the very prudent and collected condu& of 
Col. Penntneton. With infinite prefence of mind, he immediately, 
left the Republicans might be encouraged, if they imagined he was pre- 
paring to retreat, commanded the drums to beat to arms; at the fame 
time, dire€ting the foldiers to form to their colours, which he had pres 


Tho’ dear for their threats thou haft certainly paid; 
Yet thy brethren rejoice, wounds fo bravely receiv'd, 
When examin’d, were void of all danger believ'd. 
Poor Darn .ey!t fincerely, we mourn thy hard fate, 
Ona pris’ner fo mangled, what horrors await! 


{ 3 ) 
And Howarp thy colours* were proudly difplay'd, 
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wioufly planted in the rear. ‘Thus, in a very judicious manner, he dfew 
‘them, much to his credit, 4 a General, ina fhort time, from certainly a 
moft perilous fituation. 

This was, it will be well remembered, the fir time that any part 
of the Britifh Guards had been engaged, and, it muft be allowed, that 
they to a man behaved molt nobly, well aware that their national cha- 
rater was at flake, for the eyes of thofe far-famed Veterans were upon 
them, whofe priaciples in maneuvering; they had been fo recently and 
fo carefully inftruéted to imitate, and to regard as, models of perfeGtion. 

* Though the fire was certainly attraéted by the colours which Enfign 
How arp carried unfurled, agreeable to orders, and, he was confequent- 
ly wounded ; it was an aftonifhing circumftance that the other officers 
efcaped fo well; for attentive folely to the fituation of their men, they 
took not the leaft precautions for theirown perfonal fecurity. The greateft 
heroiim was difplayed by feveral of the wounded foldiers, who feemed 
to vie with each ether in manifefting a total difregard of bodily pain, 
aiid were obferved to ufe their feeble efforts againft the enemies of 
their country, while their remaining ftrength enabled them to pull a trige 
ger with effect, One brave fellow io particular, haying received a 
wound in the leg, which obliged him unwillingly to drop upon his 
knees, loaded his piece, and exerting bimfelf, that the Republicans 
might hear his-voice, in that poftion, {truck up ‘ God fave the King,” 
continuing to firé untill he tell, difpatched by three fucceflive body 
wounds. s 

+ Serjeant Major Dawxey certainly died a prifoner in France, in 
confequence of the wounds he had reccived. Though, with a degree 
_ of unfeeling thoughtleffnefs, which has kept his widow in a flate of 
painful anxiety, the Editors have frequently of late inferted paragraphs in 
feveral of the public news-papers, announcing his fafety and recovery. 

Fortunately the Republicans gave their opponent Generals more cre- 
dit than they were by any meansentitled to receive; had Damrize ee 
been aware of the vety forlorn fituation of the Coldftream, (for not a fingle 
Pruffian was at that time’ in the Wood,) they would not probably have 
fuffered a fingle man of the Battalion to have efcaped, Deccived how~ 
_ aby the red wick nd peeing by the appearance of fel 

rms, that Kwopexspoxr had received a reinforcement of Britith 


troops, they gave up their intentions for that might, 
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Emerg’d from the foreft, the third we perceiv'd 
Haft’ning on, and by them were moft gladly reliev’d ; 
But their trip to the wood did not coft them a man, 
As the French had a retrogade movement began. 
The Pruffians, rejoic’d their own bacon to fave, 
Were lavifh of praifes, and ftyling us brave, 

Next day would have done us the honour,again, 

Of dooming fome more of our men to be flain; 

But Lake, tho’ he own’d that the favour was great, 
‘Refus’d, till the Duke his intention fhould flate; 
And the Duke, (which we all were delighted to find} 
The honour intended, politely declin'd. 

Our opponents however retired* in the night, 

And the rifle-men kept up a flight popping fight ; 
The Carmagnolst Jofs without doubt was fevere, 
And a fix pounder paid its refpe&ts to Dampizrket. 


* To the Abbaye D’Hannon, 


" + Aname given to the French troops, from a popular Democratic 
{Sone * La Carmagnol des Royaliftes.”’ 
) } Gen. Damprenee had his thigh {mafhed towards the clofe of the 
evening, by a cannon ball, fired, as it was fuppofed, from one of the 
_ Britith long fix pounders, of which wound he afterwards expired, and 
was buried: with the greateft pomp and military honours on the Heights 
of Famars ;-where a monument, exhorting all Republican foldiers to 
imitate his civic virtues, and to take example from his courage, was 
erefied to his meméty, by the Commiflioners,at Valenciennes, His 
* buft was alfo placed mm the National Pantheon at Pasis. Dameserne, 
. as he had failed in his endeavours to relieve Condé, would probably, 
atcording'to the fyftem then mot prevalent in France, have finifhed his 
career upon the fcaffold, had he efcaped the perils of the field of battle. 
He was one of the very few Conventional Chieftains, who had been born 
a Gentleman, and bred a Soldier. As night approached, the firing ‘of 
the enemy gradually decreafed ; and the Third Regiment was, after the 
retreat of the rifle men, withdrawn from the Wood. The French loft, it 
‘was reported, near 4,000 men in killed and wounded, in their different 
attacks that day; the Pruflians goo; and the Auitrians a> 
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Thus the ice has been broke, and we foon {hall advance 
To the glory of England, and terror of France; 


When the Detachment of Guards were, on the 9th of May, upon their 

march towards Tournay, an Aid-de-Camp from CcLarkratr arriving 
with intelligence, that the Republicans had conftru&ted batteries in the 
preceding night along his front, which, if they were permitted to com- 
plete, would cr his fituation untenable; the Britith troops -were 
halted at the village of Maulde, and his Royal Highnefsthe Dake of 
Yorx repaired to St. Amand, where he was met by Cuarrrarr, and 
by Gen. Knoseusporr, when it was determined, that the Auftrians 
and Pruffians in conjun@tion,fhould affault not only thofe batteries, butthe 
whole chain of French pofts, at day-break the next morning, Accord- 
ingly with a very trifling lofs on their fides, the Allies made 10 officers, 
and 150 privates prifoners; the Corps which had advanced from Lille to 
Hannon, fell back precipitately upon Orchies, and the French retreated 
in every direétion, appearing entirely to abandon their defigns. The Im- 
perialifts then took poffeflion of the Abbaye D’Hannon, and immediately 
cut down the trees in the Wood of Amand,as they had afforded fo com- 
plete a coverto the enemy. 
" The other Battalions having joined the Firft Regiment of Guards, at 
the Camp of Maulde, the Brigade and Hanoverians returned immediately 
to their former cantonments, and the Republicans appeared determined 
to at entirely upon the defenfive, to which end they rendered their Camp 
at Famars as formidable as poffible, and were feen bufily employed in 
digging entrenchments, and conftruéting batteries on every Height. The 
ground, rifing in regular flopes from the Rdonelle, to the {pot where 
Damrterre’s monument was placed, particularly favoured their de- 
figns, overlooking the town of Valenciennes, and the country where 
Prince Copouke’s army was encamped. 

‘On the rath of May at day-break, about 1,200 of the garrifon of 
Condé made 2 vigorous fortie, direfting their fire againk fome barns 
and farm houfes at Vieux Condé, which covered the Auftrian Chafleurs: 
A Battalion of Auftrian Infantry, however, advancing againft them, fuc- 
ceeded in turning their flank, and they were repulfed with confider- 
able flaughter, 

While the Allies on the Northern Frontiers of France were thus fore — 
tunate, Prince Howen ont, who commanded on the Eaftern, had {uc- 
ceeded in driving Houcuaxp from his pofition in the woods, covering 
a of Deux-Ponts; and had encamped his troops near Homburg, 
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blockade Of Mayence was continued, though Custie continually har- 
raffed the Confederates, by teazing and reiterated attacks, where many 
lives were loft, without any real advantage brieparest by cither party, 
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( 34 ) 
Such feats fhall atchieve, that old Homer again, 
If living, would brandith his fame-dealing pen; 
Yet, my friend, tho’ thefe {crawls, you are doom'd to 


perufe, 
Allowances make for a juvenile Mu/e ; 


The French encamped before Cafe/, made feveral attempts upon the town 
of Hockbeim on the Mayne, but were invariablyrepulfed by the Pruffians, 
Heffians, and Saxons, in that quarter. 

The proteétion of Wefi-Flanders was configned entirely to the Dutch, 
and the hereditary Prince of Or ance fixed his head-quarters at Courtray 
without meeting with the fmalleft oppofition, The Spaniards had by 
this time colleé&ted an enormous force, and appeared upon the Pyrenean 
Mountains, hanging over and threatening Roufillon, and the Province of 
Languedoc, with a rapid defcent. Don Anronro Ricarnos,the Com- 
mander in Chief of the army of Catalonia, previous to the a@tual ¢ 
mencement of hoftilities, publifhed a manifefto, ftating ‘* That the army 
under his command was not about to enter France with any boftile views, 


his Catholic Majefty propofing folely to deliver the French nation 


from the horrid defpotifm with which {te was opprefled by an unlawful, 
tyrannical, and ufurping aflembly, the members of which, after having 
f{ubverted and trod upon religion, laws, and the fafety of public and in- 
dividual property, after having ordained in cold blood, the moft unheard 
of murders on the moft re{pectable and innocent perfons, had filled up 
the meafure of their iniquities, by fhedding the blood of their lawful and 
well-meaning Sovereign upon a fcaffold. This manifefto concluded 
with an offer of proteétion and fupport to all true Frenchmen, who 
fhould declare themfelves to be attached to a monarchical government, 
and a threatening declaration, that all thofe who fhould fide with the pre- 
tended National Convention, fhould be treated as traitors and as rebels,’” 

Some trifling advantages, as might naturally have been expeéted from 


’ the inferior force oppofing them, were at firft gained by tlie Spaniards, — 


and we very foon perceived them penetrating as far as Ceret, and even 
menacing Bellegarde. 

In addition to all the foreign powers inimical to her caufe, France 
had, at this period, a new and moll formidable enemy to contend with 3 
the firlt Jeader of the royalifts, who had. adopted tbe fiGtitious appella- 
tion of Gaffon (probably as it was the name of a brother of the fourteenth 
Louis) had planted his flandard in the country of La Vendée, and thou- 

_ fands daily gathered round it, till he found himfelf at ey esbebly of 2 
very numerous army. The conyention paid, at firft, but 
to this infurre&tion, treating the Royalifts as benditti, beneath their shee 
but their repeated fucceffes, for they had advanced upon Rochfort» 


( 35 ) 
One purpofe they'll anfwer, by proving moft clearly, 


If proofs are requir’d, that I’m your's moft fincerely. 


Rochelle, and Nantes, after defeating the Republicans in every engage- 
ment; {preadat length a ferious alarm through thecapital; and Sanrxuree 
the brewer (that wretch, who, when the fixteenth Lous, from the 
{caffold, endeavoured to addrefs himfelf to the mifguided populace, or= 
dered the drums to beat up loudly to prevent his being heard) was fix. 
ed uponas the molt eligible generai to march againft thofe men, who ftill 
retained a ref{pe& for the memory of their martyred fovereign. 

When the Volunteers were preparing to depart from Paxrtsto Za 
Vendée, at the time of opening the theatres,all the carriages and horfes 
met with in the ftreets were feized upon, to convey them with the great- 
eft expedition, and that appears to be the firit inftance of the property of 
individuals having been forcibly put in requifition for the ufe of the Freach 
armics. Upon a remonftrance from the feétions, they were, however, 
then reftored to their owners, with a provifo, that they fhould be forth- 
coming whenever they were called for, arid the horfes thus feized upon 
for the ufe of the Republic, were immediately branded with an iron, 
marking them as flaves to the convention, with the proftituted cap of li- 
berty. This was furely the critical moment, when the allies fhould have 
affifted the Royalifts with all their might, and the departure of Lord 
Hoop’s fieet at that very time for the Mediterranean, led us to believes 
it was with a view of {upporting thofe brave and perfevering enthufiafts 
in, certainly, an honourable caufe. Had they beer then fupplied with 
cloathing, arms, and ammunition, little doubts need have been enter= 
tained of their fuccefs ; and no conquefts by fea or land, would have fo 
fpeedily brought about the bleflings attendant on the olive branch, as a 
forcible impreffion made in the heart of the Republic, while the fenti- 
ments of the nation were unjettled, and the majority of the departments, 
at a diftance from the capital, were uninfeéted with the mania of fan/. 
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i LETTER VI. 


Camr at SorTain, wean VALENCIENNES, May 29, 1793. 


a of the Duke of York's, to join Prince Cobourg’s Army.—Battle of 
Famars, —Invefiiture of Valenciennes. 


AFTER firing (and furely we fearce could do lefs,) 
A brifk feu-de-joie for our brilliant fuccefs, 

We pafs’dthro’ Rocour*, and encamp’d near Baiffieu, 
With Cosourc’s grand army, the foe to purfue. 

That Prince with his Staff and attendants we found, 


To feet us drawn up as we march’d to our ground. “WF 


* The brigade of Britith light dragoons having-arrived at Tournay, 
formed upon the plan propofed to government by Gen. Ralph Dunnass, 
viz. that inftead of fending entire regiments upon aétual fervice, when 
many of the men were raw recruits, and the horfes too young to undergo fa- 
tigue, a certain number of troops fhould be drafted from each corps, as 
by that means none but made foldiers, and ferviceable horfes would be 
employed, while thofe remaining in England were trained and dil- 
ciplined againft augmentations were demanded. The 14th and s3d 
regiments, with the grenadiers and light company of the g7th, (the 
Battalion having been detained to encreafe the garrifon of Oftend) were 
then formed into a fecond brigade of Britifh infantry under the command 
of Major Gen. Antrcromsir. The firft divifion of the Hanoverian 
eontingent amounting to 6,c0o men, having alfo been complea- 
ted, the Duke of Yorx’s army, amounting to about, 10,000 men, re- 
ceived his Royal Highnefs’s orders to advance on the egth of April from 
their quarters and cantonments in thencighbourhood of Tournay, where 
they were replaced by a corps of between 5 and 6,000 Dutch troops. 

+ Prince Cosoure feemed highly pleafed with the appear- 
ance of the Britith; but remarked that the drefs of the light dra- 
goons fo nearly refembled that worn by the Republican cavalry, that 
miftakes might frequently arife, attended with moft fatal confequences ; to 
prevent which, a piece of white linen was ordered to he fattened i in a 
confpicuous manner round the right arm of every Britith dragoon, and 
the imperialifts were carefully informed of the diftin&ion, 
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